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first to have had a distaste for the duties of his
profession, and to have eagerly wished to share
the fortunes of his elder brother, to whom, as
nine years senior to himself, he was accustomed
to look up as to a parent, and by whom ho had
on all occasions been treated with the utmost love
and affection. The following letter from Captain
Harris to Mrs. Dyer, relates to an oiler whirl*
had unexpectedly been made by Sir William
Howe5 of an ensigncy for his brother Thomas.
It displays in a lively manner the pure and simple*.
affection of the brothers.

"Boston, Ortolcr 8///, 1775.

"My dearest Bess does not require thai
irksome attention which ladies often claim ! Her
love is free as air, and, from her own breast she
judges of my affection. But I must acknowledge
that it would be unpardonable in me to neglect
any opportunity that may occur of telling her tin*
state of my health under existing circumstances.
My spirits are at present equal to anything, for
my dear Tom is now, I think, in a fair way of
entering a line of life in which he is fitted to
excel. Courage and a generous mind I know he
possesses,, and I make no doubt that if we? ever
return, you will find him free from the rnst which
at present obscures his finer qualities. Hitherto
his spirit has been curbed, but with me he will
have a wider, and I think a more brilliant range.